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is the case, it has its share in the socialising influences of
art, which are so great and so obvious that it is hardly
necessary to mention them. The works of art produced
within a nation direct the attention of individuals towards
certain aspects of life and nature, and teach them all to
experience the same emotions in face of these aspects.
In this way they tend to the increase of mutual under-
standing and sympathy, and they further that homo'
geneity of mind which is an essential condition of the
development of the collective mental life of a people.

In a similar way art tends to soften and socialise the
relations between nations. When of two nations each
has learnt to appreciate and admire the art-products of
the other, the gulf between them is bridged over and a
firm foundation for mutual sympathy and regard is laid.
As a prominent instance, consider how greatly the art
of the Japanese has facilitated their entrance into the
exclusive circle of civilised and progressive peoples. Or
again, consider how great an influence towards European
solidarity is exerted by the common admiration of the
nations of Europe for the sculpture of ancient Greece, for
the music of modern Germany, the Gothic architecture of
France and England, the paintings of Italy.

Habit

Of the great general tendencies common to the minds
of all men of all ages, the last of our list in Section I.
was the tendency for all mental processes to become
facilitated by repetition, the tendency to the formation
of habits of thought and action which become more and
more fixed in the individual as he grows older; and
the consequent preference, increasing greatly in each
individual with advancing age, for the familiar and the
dislike of all that is novel in more than a very moderate
degree.

It was said above that imitation is the great con-
servative tendency of society, because it leads each genera-
tion to adopt with but little change the mass of customs
and traditions of the preceding generation. But imitation